Minutes: 1/08
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES

Meeting of Council on
Thursday 10 January 2008 at 2 p.m.
at SOAS, Brunei Gallery, room B203

Present: Dr. Claire Anderson (guest), Dr. Tina B&®f. Graham
Chapman, Dr. Adam Hardy, Dr. Apurba Kundu, Dr. Emvteavdsley, Mr.
Diccon Pullen, Dr. Lawrence Saez, Prof. Kunal 3é#, Carole Spary, Dr.
Michael Willis.

Apologies: Dr. William Gould, Dr. Caroline OselRrof. Peter Robb.

In attendance: Mrs. Brenda McGregor, Assistant&ary.

MINUTES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first meadirtge new
Association; a short introduction of the individ@duncil members
followed. Agenda item 12 was discussed after agdtetn 4. And the
guestionnaire with regards to the BA was answetdideaend of the
meeting.

1. Minutes

Council approved the minutes of the Council meekialgl on 5 November
2007 except for some mistakes. The following cdroes were made:
* Item 46, last line: Apurba Kundu should read Dr.aemdu Misra
* Item 47, last line: Professor Chapman will be ghensor
* Item 49, first line: should read: executive membErBASAS always
met at the conference.



2. Matters arising

With regards to the request of Dr. Cameron Pe@@incil is not sure about
the content of his letter. If the request is alspénding the remainder of his
grant, £500 towards the publication of the firgtied of the journal
Gandharan Sudies, Council approves. If the request is for an adddi

grant of £500 Council will not approve. The Assmt&ecretary will ask for
clarification. Action Assistant Secretary

3. Treasurer’'s Report

* The Treasurer explained the budget to the new mendmeCouncil.
£9,515 will be available for grants. This exclutles balance of old-
BASAS of £11,000. The treasurer urged to spendrbeey before
the end of the financial year.

» The Monographs Editor suggested that the old BAS&&ey could
be ring-fenced since it did not originate from Bsaéling and should
therefore not be subjected to BA rules. Counciidkxt against it.
Funds belong to the new entity as a whole and shaatl be
separated. The Chairman suggested that we coultigpmioney into
outreach, networking or into an increase of thefe@mce budget.
The bursaries for post-graduate students who wi g lecture, could
be doubled from £50 to £100. Alternatively the resecould be
raised to £30,000. Overall Council agreed that axelmerged and as
a result the funds should be of one organisatiom.st\buld support
the conference generously and increase the gi@otscil voted to
keep the reserve at the current level. The extrdgdor the
conference will depend on Dr. Anderson’s budgeictviwas
discussed at agenda item 8.

* Dr. Kundu suggested to suppQdntemporary South Asia. Maybe it
should become a regular publication of the orgdimisaand should be
taken out of the hands of Taylor Francis.

* Dr. Bassi proposed to award a one-off grant to spoand develop a
new artist. Alternatively we could invite a scholaeom South Asia. In
old-BASAS the scheme already existed through spshgofrom
Lord Parekh who has now withdrawn his suppédtion: Council
will discuss expenditure at a later stage of the ne¢ing.

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his hardkwor



4.. Membership Secretary’'s Report

* Ms. Carole Spary gave a short talk on the membesthiministration.
There is a substantial increase in new members. cbhference
served as a good pretext to join. Most membershere paid by
cheque. There were 9 new membership<tatemporary South
Asia.

» With regards to the standing orders the two menhietists should
be consolidated first. The Assistant Secretary lshinaise with Ms.
Carole Spary. For the purpose of communicationbave the
availability of Jiscmail. Ideally it should be dohefore the
conference.

» There are going to be some credits to the old BA&&&unt since
some memberships were paid in to the old accound.pFevious
treasurer Ms. Pat Ellis should contact the banklanfication.
Action: The Assistant Secretary, Ms. Carole Spary

During the discussion on agenda item 4 variousratpecs were
discussed. The following decisions were approve@byncil:

» Council approved £1,000 for the printing of membgydrochures.

* Dr. Apurba Kundu stepped down as the editaCaritemporary South
Asia. Dr. John Zavos is his successor. The Secretayyimgy to
contact him.

* Re. Paypal, there will be a budget to incorpoitabe the new
website.

5.. BASAS office issues

* The Assistant Secretary will increase her workingris with 4 hours.

» There is a budget of £1,000 for office furniture

* How can we secure the books at our office?

» Back-issues ofouth Asian Sudies can be given away at the Leicester
Conference.



6. BASAS annual conference update

Dr. Carole Anderson was invited to the meetingit@ gn update on the
Leicester Conference. She recently moved from IsészdJniversity to
Warwick University but remains the organiser of tomference. There are
now 23 proposed panels up on the website.

Dates: The end of next week will be the deadli@Jdnuary:
submission panel papers. 25 January: submissiovidodl papers.
28 January Dr. Anderson and Dr. Kidambi will megaia. By 8
February they will have a clear idea of the numb@éfarwick
University will impose a fine for the numbers tldat not show, so the
costs have been bolstered.

The Vice-Chancellor will be attending. The keynspeaker will be
Professor Pandya, who is the only specialist orAtidaman Islands,
and of great interest for the upcoming conferenceAdderson is
going to organise on the Tsunami.

In the past Lord B. Parekh provided £ 950 to spoasd invite a
scholar, but after a 3 year agreement he did nat wecontinue as
President.

There are no secretaries available; we should alskteers to help
with the registration admin.

Council approved 20 bursaries at £100 for the peoio will give a
paper. The bursaries should only be paid upongstere. Dr.
Anderson will put up a big notice re. the bursaries

Council approved to increase the budget for théezence from
£1000 to £3000.

The Treasurer asked clarification with regardofines.

Council agreed to offer a £250 prize for the bessgentation. There
will be no second prize to make it more prestigiduse winner will
not have a guaranteed publication. It will havétton Contemporary
South Asia and so has to adhere to the same vetting prdoesslline:
14 March 2008.

Warwick University has set up a South Asia Groug bave shown
interest in setting up the next conference. Thdlihave excellent
admin. support but they are quite pricy and wiblpably charge
double. Council urged Dr. Anderson to inquire altbetprice so the
next conference can be announced as soon as jgossibl



» The BASAS exec. will pay the same entrance fedlasrs. Only the
student helpers will get in for free.

There will be a press release from the universitylr. Anderson could
contact the local press as wdlkction: Dr. Anderson will contact the
university press officer Mr. Nathan Mercer. If extra help is necessary
Dr. Anderson will contact Dr. Saez. She handed theontract with
Leicester University over to the Treasurer.

The Chairman thanked Dr. Anderson for her talk fandhe excellent work.

7. Araxus controversy

The Chairman apologized to Council and admittedhoald have taken
legal advice earlier. The Treasurer inquired whethere were contingency
arrangements in place, since the situation detgadrquickly. In the future
the Treasurer would like to offer his involvememtverbal agreements. The
Association is not allowed to get involved in conmon@ contracts and to
avoid misunderstandings in the future, the Assamatas to be clearer with
regards to terms and agreements. The Secretargssqul deep
dissatisfaction with the way that this controvenss handled and insisted
that it should not be repeated in the future. $Beretary suggested that in
cases where there is potential legal action agthesfssociation or its
trustees, the Association should follow a cleatgol and structure of
command. He proposed that a meeting of the Assoicia officers should
be convened, the issue discussed and, if nece$sgay advise sought. The
Secretary will deal with it to avoid mistakes iretluture. According to the
rules of the Association the Secretary will bedirector.

8. Relations with the British Academy

Council wanted to know what the follow-up was o tineeting with the

BA. The South Asia panel is going to meet on 21dan Ms. Jane
Robinson, Secretary asked if BASAS would be avélab join the Council
with a BASAS representative. Prof. Peter Robmi€ouncil but not a
representative. The Chairman asked to send thaladenthe meeting to
the Secretary and Prof. Peter Robb. Council agiesgBASAS should have
a representative on the Arts and Humanities Coramiffthe Secretary



reported that the chair of the South Asia panelJOnathan Parry, is very
interested in BASAS and is going to meet our Sacyethortly. The
Secretary reported that our initial meeting wita British Academy was
very positive and that they communicated their apiation for the activities
of our Association. The Secretary also mentiohed the Academy
officials had been particularly complimentary ot @orporate Plan and he
thanked Michael Willis for playing such an instrumted part in drafting it.
Council also agreed that the BA should give theo&ggion funds to foster
relations with South Asia. ActiolThe Secretary

The Treasurer informed Council that the BA senti@astjonnaire with
reference to the existence of the British Acadefig Chairman proposed
to address the questions at the end of the medtimgfollowing questions
were posed:

1. What is the British Academy for?
2. What will the British Academy look like in ten ye&r
3. What will the British Academy look like in three ates?

The Treasurer informed Council that it would beiadble to have a
timeline with regards to the BA-Bid. Last time tBel was submitted in
great haste. The deadline for submission is ineé®eiper 2008. The
Treasurer suggested that the Secretary shoulceadanetable for the next
Council meeting. The Secretary proposed for Counaiheet more often
and to create a Management Committee. A meetingldie fixed before
the Leicester Conference. The management comncitieled meet Friday
28 March in the afternoon. ActioBecretary

9. BASAS website

» At the moment there are two existing websites. Saeretary
proposed to consolidate the two and have one singlsite. The
British Academy has a preference for the entrygiam the BA
website. The Treasurer asked for a budget and &ngerith Dr.
Michael Willis and our web designer Mr. Raffaelelbfaa. Dr.
Apurba Kundu agreed to close down his website anavailable for
help in the interim. The procedure to change thmgshe BA portal
could be through a quarterly update. The otheoaptiould be to
have a centralised person who decides what goes tie website.



The following features will have to be addressedtaiion PayPal,
search facility, additional pages for the integmatof content,
conference page, new features. Council will havaecide which
content on the old-BASAS website will be movedhe single site.

* Council proposed a Directory of Experts: BASAS menslcould be
included.

» Dr. Kundu would like to exit a.s.a.p. since heas$ paid.
The upkeep of the website will be the most impdrissue. The
Secretary proposed to make Dr. Kundu a paid caanstilsince
changes should be done immediately and make hiroethigalized
figure for IT issues. Dr. Raffaele Malanga couldnoed for the
guarterly upkeep. Dr. Kundu declined and wantgdp sown. Ms.
Carole Spary proposed to step in but is not suoaitairer expertise.
Dr. Kundu and Dr. Willis will assist her.

* Mr. Malanga has to be briefed that the site hdsetaser-friendly.

Council approved a budget up to £3000. £1000 fpraterly update plus a
one-time £550-1000 for the other features. Action
- set up working party: Dr. Saez, Dr. Willis, Dr. Kundu, Mr.
Malanga.
- Keep the SSAS domain for now.

The Chairman thanked Dr. Kundu and Dr. Willis foeir excellent work.

10. Funding of monographs

* The proceeds dbods on the Move will go to new publications.
Potentially new monographs could come out of reseprojects (e.g.
Dr. Mawdsley’s project), but the Monographs Editolt also accept
new proposals, provided it is approved by Courcitall for new
proposals will have to feature on our website.

* Dr. Adam Hardy passed around his new b@b& Temple in South
Asia.

Council approved £6,000 for the first volume of EB¥S All the proceeds
go to the Association.



The budget for Dr. Shaw’s monogragbigddhist Landscapes was increased
from £5800 to £6500. The Treasurer would like teehgome control over
the stock, so eventually the books will be storeitha office.

11. BASAS Occasional Papers

Dr. Willis will not be the occasional papers’ edismymore. There are no
more new monographs in the pipeline.

12. Guidelines for circulating potentially sensgigmails

The Treasurer sent out an e-mail with regardsdaythdelines on political
advocacy by the Charity Commission. The rules arg liberal. We are
allowed to campaign politically to support schotapsand academic
freedom. However the Treasurer stressed that whtda exercise
prudence. The Secretary expressed deep reservabonsusing the
BASAS membership list, via Jiscmail, for politiGedvocacy or other
purposes that did not coincide with the aims ofAksociation. He argued
that members should continue to receive informadilbout the activities of
the Association or other relevant information pertey to South Asia
related events that would be of interest to mosEBA& members. However,
he argued that political advocacy was not in tmeitref the Association. He
argued that potential misuse of the Jiscmail lstld be very damaging to
the reputation of the Association. In order toidvaisuse of the Jiscmail
list, the Secretary proposed that only membere@Management Council
have the ability to post to the Jiscmail memberéibtp In general, the
Secretary is responsible for posting messagestmtémbers. The
Chairman, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Ma&ySyre the owners of
the list. The Secretary asked that the organisdias to decide whether the
BASAS Jiscmail list will be an open discussion Wsth unrestricted posting
rights by all BASAS members or a restricted listtfee dissemination of
information. Dr. Apurba Kundu expressed the vibatall BASAS
members should have unrestricted ability to posti¢oJiscmail list. In
general Council agreed that the Association habtde the guidelines
stipulated by the BA. All the information circulaten the website or
communicated to members via Jiscmail should proriessues stated in
our Corporate Plan and our Constitution. The Satyetoted that there are
already discussion groups, if needed a BASAS-spedsolog could be



created in the future. Council voted on the twgppisals: an open discussion
list or a restricted one and opted for a restritistd The Council also agreed
that if there was doubt as to whether a given nggssant to members via
Jiscmail could be of a contentious nature, therCiencil should be
consulted beforehand to make a determination whétleemessage should
be posted to members.

13. Any other business

BASAS have offered to be guest editors. Dr. Kunffered to be the
occasional papers’ editor but not on a voluntarsissddowever
Council members are trustees of the organisatidrcannot be paid.
Council declined payment and the issue will befl@ftnow.

Dr. Anderson asked if she could get a large bafarehe conference
similar to our letter head. Actioithe Chairman

Dr. Emma Mawdsley has secured £20,000 for the Byed)ect. 7
projects are involved and Dr. Dwyer is the onlysoerwho has
finalised the budget. 2 projects will not have &ingncial
implications. Dr. Mawdsley might have to return@®) because
guidelines have to match.

Who will lead the ASEA Group UK? We could use thelB model.
Action: The Secretary. Mr. Pullen will send information andthe
link.

Questionnaire BA:

1) What is the British Academy for?

The BA exists to promote the best and to be a rihexéle counter to
the big funding institutions. It is innovative adgnamic. It is crucial that
the government will get involved. It is the ultiregiot of funds.

2) What will the British Academy look like in ten ye&r

Hopefully it will have more funds in the future. &ssociation would
want to see the diversity promoted.

3) What will the British Academy look like in three ates?

The answer was similar to answer in the secondtigues

» Council approved to have the Seed grants on offainan the
next grant giving round. There is £8,000 left.



« Dr. Basi's proposal to sponsor and artist was aeckipy
Council. She is going to report to the Chairmasshkuld be
advertised on our website. Council allocated £5@it under
outreach. ActionDr. Bassi

» The Assistant Secretary informed Council that tlegesno
conditions of award on the website with regardh&oSeed
Funding Grants. Successful candidates need toveetie
conditions of award as part of the offer leti&ection: The
Assistant Secretary, The Monograph'’s Editor, Dr. Kundu.

14. Date of next meeting

Friday 28 March in Leicester.
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Minutes: 2/08
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES

Meeting of Council on
Friday 28 March 2008 at 1:30 p.m.
at Beaumont Hall, University of Leicester.

PresentProf. Graham Chapman, Dr. Emma Mawdsley, Mr. bBicBullen, Prof. Peter
Robb, Dr. Lawrence Saez, Prof. Kunal Sen, Dr. Mathdillis.

Apologies Dr Tina Basi, Dr. Apurba Kundu, Mrs. Brenda McGoe, Dr. William
Gould, Adam Hardy, Ms. Carole Spary

MINUTES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting

15. Minutes

Council approved the minutes of the Council meehialgl on 10 January 2008 with the
following corrections:

* Tina Basi and Clare Anderson’s names are spellsatiactly

e Adam Hardy was not in attendance at the meeting

» Correct the ‘exact old BASAS amount’ was £12,549.26

« Emma Tomalin, not Pat Ellis was previous Treasurer

* Budget points (sub points 5-7) should run together

» Subsidy, not deficit (point 6) to BASAS conference

» Change Carol to Clare Anderson

» Araxus: advise to advisor. Delete last two sentence

* Website — figures don't fit. Take out £550-1000eB8000 is a one off for the
merger; the £1000 will be required annually

» Point 12: “if there was doubt”. Further additionsyajority vote and disclaimer

11



16. Matters arising

No matters arising

17. Treasurer’'s Report

The Treasurer reported that there were no spebifidgetary concerns, but that we
needed to be clear on which monies would need tcab@ed forward. At this meeting
we would determine the outcome of the LanguageniirgiGrants. Other matters will be

discussed in individual agenda items

18. Membership Secretary’'s Report

In her absence, the Secretary and the Chairmamteelpiinat the conference has attracted
new members, the actual number to be reportedeanéxt meeting. The Secretary
reported that the conference was very helpful oraéasing interest in membership and
that several participants had approached him t@rhecmembers on the spot. In his
view, the conference should be used more effegtitceincrease membership.

The Secretary reported that Carole Spary and he waitted hard to produce a
membership application form and BASAS informatidyef in a timely manner. The
Management Council evaluated the forms and comrddate@urably on the professional
quality of the membership forms and BASAS inforroatilyers. The Secretary stressed
that most of the hard work had been done by Cé@pbkry and that she deserved most of
the credit. Consensus on the need to continueghird these forms (with alterations on
a need basis).

Discussion about the need to be consistent inymogfthe members about the correct
fees. There still appears to be lack of clarityoagh members about how much their
membership fee is and what items such membersbigrints them (e.g., subscription to
a given journal). There was some general discossiout the duties of the Membership
Secretary vs. those of the Assistant Secretary. ®eeretary clarified that the
Membership Secretary would be in charge of margeind membership promotion,
whereas the Assistant Secretary would be in chafgeembership record maintenance
and membership accounts. The Secretary reportecbtith the Membership Secretary
and the Assistant Secretary would compare memipensgords so that there was
consistency between the records maintained by #séstant Secretary and the dataset of
members that are included in JISC mail (hamelytlier purposes of notifying members
about BASAS-related activities, etc.).

The Treasurer also reported that members need tenbi@ded that they cancel their old

direct debit transfers and need to roll over tlo@iect debit to the new BASAS account
(for the correct amount that they owe).

12



The Management Council agreed that it would be auijical to chase members on
outstanding fees from previous years as well asetlicho may have been confused about
what their membership fees were this year. Howeber Council also expressed hope
that next year there would be a sharp declineigstyipe of confusion.

Action: Carole Spary to send a complimentary electronapycof the BASAS
membership flyer and the BASAS information flyeralb members of the Management
Council.

Action: Carole Spary to send invoice to Treasurer for igoent folder.

Action: Carole Spary to update JISC mailing list

Action: Carole Spary to prepare report on membership fior meeting

Action: The Assistant Secretary will be responsible reinig people in the future about
the correct amounts to those members who areHassaccurate in their accounting.

Action: Assistant Secretary to chase standing orders thedl mo be changed to new
subscription level.The Secretary will send a reminder letter to allI¥%S members
reminding them of the correct fees.

Action: Michael Willis to work with web-designer to clarifyisual presentation of fees
on web-site

19. Project Funding and Language Training Grants

The Chairman discussed the need to consider seadoccstart-upfunding and other
projects. However, at this meeting, particulaermibn was given to the Language
Training Grants. The Chairman reported that aisgpeabcommittee of the Management
Council had evaluated the Language Training Graplieations and made a serieb
recommendations.

A. LANGUAGE TRAINING GRANTS

There were three applications for LTGs. A subcotteaireviewed the applications and
made recommendation to the Council on all the appbns.

The subcommittee recommended the rejection of ppkcation as follows:

Bairavee Subramanian. The applicant did not meetstated aims of the programme.
There was lack of clarity whether the languagening couldbe helpful in achieving the
level of fluency needed to enable her to completestated research project.

13



The subcommittee recommended approvaiof language training grants as follaws
» Casey Kempthe amount of £1,839 (primarily for fees).
* Pragya Dhital the amount of £2,000 (primarily for fees and travelOnsite
accommodation costs not approved.
The subcommittee recommended that the total amaliotated for the purpose of
Language Training Grants be £3,839.

Council approved the recommendations
Action: Assistant Secretary to inform the successful apptie

Questions were raised about the future of langgagets. The Treasurer noted that under
next year’'s budget there would be no expenditutlagsi for language training grants due
to difficulties in requesting language training @isnusing the bid forms provided by
BASIS.

The Council was informed by the Chairman that £8,66uld be made available for
language training grants (available due to postpmm of the project led by Kunal Sen
Graham Chapman and Arif Zaman, see below). PeatbbRuggested that we ask the
BA for additional money for Language Training Gmant

Action: Assistant Secretary and Peter Robb to compose l&ttd8ASIS requesting
additional funds for Chairman’s signature.

B. SEED CORN OR START-UP FUNDING

The Secretary reported that the Assistant Secratdoymed him that BASAS had
received over 11 applications for start-up fundind?eter Robb suggested that, a
subcommittee composed of members of the Managef@eunncil, to review all the
applications and make comments tre quality of the submissions. However, he
suggested that all Members of Council also be @avib comment, particularly in those
areas where, based on their individual expertisey twould be able to guide the
subcommittee. Subsequently the Subcommittee wmadlle an evaluation. Proposal
was approved.

The Management council will receive all the applmas. The subcommittee will meet in
May to make a final recommendation to the full Caun The subcommittee to review
the Seed Project Grants will be composed of Emmavddkey, Caroline Osella, and
Lawrence Saez.

C. RESEARCH PROJECT FUNDING

The award for this year was discussed (£34,000)Gouhcil reminded that only those
projects named in the bid and corporate plan wigélke for funding from the grant-in-
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aid. BASIS guidelines stipulate that Associatiomjpcts have to be organized in the
following categories: Flagship, Staff, Collaborati&nd Start-up.

Flagship project: East Africa. BASIS declined tmduEmma Mawdsley’s post-doctoral
post without further particulars. These were swggpland BASIS provided £31,000.
Council accepted this funding as ring-fenced. Addal funds for the project to be
approved when needed. Project director to subraitgpand bids as required.

Action: EM to prepare post-doc particulars, advertisepgbst and prepare a report for
Council.

Flagship projectElectronic Kangyur. Council agreed to rollover £7,250 for the final
year of this project.

Action: Ulrich Pagel pl@soas.ac.)iko be asked to check on progress and inform
Council by email.

Collaborative projectRelic cult in Burma and India. Council agreed that funds were
potentially available to complete this project, bttt the project director, Janice
Stargardt, will have to submit a detailed plan &idl for Council’'s consideration. The

Chairman noted that the funding available was Yikelbe less than the amount given in
the narrative portion of the in corporate plan.

Action: Assistant Secretary to write project director.

Staff project Establishment of the Gods ProjectDirector, Michael Willis, was excused
while Council discussed this project. Council agréz award the staff grant of £10,000,
payable quarterly. It was a condition, for potehtconflict of interest’ reasons, that
Michael Willis step down from Council at the nextGM. The chairman thanked
Michael Willis for his long service to the Assoaiat.

Action: Assistant Secretary to write the Keeper, Depamntnud Asia at the British
Museum informing them of the award (Michael Wiliisprovide details).

Start-up Modern South Asia. Project.Directors Kunal Sen, Graham Chapman and Arif
Zaman announced through the Chairman that theydvMoave to delay commencement
of this project.

Start-up Indian Ocean Council agreed to provide £6,500 from the grar&id to start
this project. The Treasurer pointed out that amel# of this was collaborative and that
further funds could be secured from BASIS under to#laborative heading. The
Chairman ruled that however that might be, an ua#lerg had been made based on
earlier discussions with the director of BIEA tlia¢ Association was obliged to fund the
start-up in the first year from the grant-in-aid.

Action: Assistant Secretary to inform project leaderscfMiel Willis to serve as contact).

15



D. GENERAL POINTS

Concerns were raised about the corporate plan wtaates specific individuals and staff
projects for six years in the future. While notimgl out those named in the plan, it was
agreed that the staff project element of plan wdwlde to be reconsidered each summer
in anticipation of the September bid. The reseammmittee to consider the matter; it
will be chaired by Kunal Sen who will co-opt membaet his discretion.

Action: Acting chairman Kunal Sen to lead a research citi@ento evaluate the
corporate plan and other projects in preparationhfe bid.

20. AHRC and European Reference Index for the Hutean(ERIH)
controversy

The Secretary reported attendance to a meetingedbAHRC regarding the presentation
of the European Research Index for the Humanii&dHKl). Controversy among learned
societies about the implications of the index dreway in which such an index could be
used for the next step of the research assessxencise (RAE).

The Secretary expressed reservations about theootaional approach taken by some
of the other learned societies regarding the AHRXIthough he was aware that many
BASAS members could be adversely affected by thegeisof ERIH as a tool in
evaluating research quality, he (as a social gsig¢nivas supportive of the usage of
journal rankings and citation indices as a way wdleating the quality of research
outputs. For that reason, he proposed that a nmreaftibe Council in the Humanities,
and one who was more disposed to side with the ©ppo to citation indices, should
take the lead and represent BASAS at future AHRGegangs.

The management council agreed that we should taksition in response to the ARGH.
Peter Robb, Michael Willis, and Graham Chapman gsed that we support opposition
to the ERIH. Agreement that there are concernsitathe index, by first querying the
British Academy and informing them what our positan this issue is likely to be.

Action: Peter Robb will draft a response which will balesated by Graham Chapman
and others in the Management Council for comme@@saham Chapman would sign the
document.
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21. Relations with European Consortium for AsiagldriStudy (ECAF)

The Secretary reported on attendance to a Britishddmy event to introduce the
European Consortium for Asian Field Study (ECAFBoth the Chairman and the
Secretary were in attendance to this presentatimhexpressed some scepticism about
the long-term benefit of such a consortium. Nehaddss, they both expressed the view
that some BASAS members could benefit from our iooed participation in this
Consortium.

22. BASAS website

The Secretary reported that Apurba Kundu had ageatdow the BASAS website to be
hosted at Bradford until the time in which we walde to access our own website within
the confines of the British Academy. The Secretdsp reported that he was following
up on the creation of a BASAS blog, one which woalthble BASAS members to
discuss issues freely and to alert others aboutekients, publications, etc.

23. BASAS annual conference evaluation and updateeat conference

The Chairman reported that Clare Anderson and €d8plary withdrew their offer to
host the BASAS conference next year. For thatoredlsere was no venue for the next
conference. The Chair and Secretary will be dééshto find an alternative venue. The
Chairman asked for members of the Management Clotmmanake informal queries on
this matter.

24. Funding of monographs

No items to report. No further commitments on fatmonographs.

25. Lanquage Training Grants

No items to report aside from those previously assed in item 5.

26. Project Seed Grants

No items to discuss aside from those previouslgudised in item 5.
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27. Any other business

Transition issues: Graham Chapman announced thatlhstep down as Chairman in

August, but before the AGM. Michael Willis tentagly proposed David Arnold. Offer

from Kunal Sen to serve as interim Chairman. PR&bb proposed that we appoint
Kunal Sen as interim chair beginning 1 July. Theiil agreed to this proposal.

Diccon Pullen confirmed that he would step dow asasurer at the next AGM after his
committed three year appointment. He expresseddbd for the person who will act as
the new Treasurer to contact him before Octobethasauditing process will begin in
May.

28. Date of the AGM

Date of the next AGM to be 3 November 2008 at 2. @.he venue would be the RAS or
the British Academy, whichever is most economic@toposal by the Secretary to have
either the outgoing Chairman or the incoming Chaimnto deliver the annual lecture.

Proposal by Peter Robb to have Chris Bayly aspbakser

29. Date of next meeting

Tuesday 08 July in Manchester. Further detailstatmounced.
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Minutes: 3/08
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES

Meeting of Council on
Monday 8 July 2008 at 12:30 p.m.
at Amazon room, Arthur Lewis Building, University Manchester

PresentDr Apurba Kundu, Dr William Gould, Dr Adam Hard@y Caroline Osella, Mr.
Diccon Pullen, Dr. Lawrence Saez, Prof Kunal SenCBrole Spary, Dr Michael Willis.
Apologies Dr Tina Basi, Prof Graham Chapman, Dr Emma MaeydVirs Brenda
McGregor, Prof Peter Robb.

Present: Dr Crispin Bates, Dr John Zavos

MINUTES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting

30. Minutes

Council approved the minutes of the Council meetialgl on 28 March 2008 with the
following corrections:

= Jtems: p. 5. add “to write to” to"Baction, “Assistant Secretary to write”...
= Add Caroline Osella and Peter Robb as being present

31. Matters arising

No matters arising.

32. Contemporary South Asia

The Council introduced itself to Dr. John Zavog #ditor of Contemporary South Asia
(CSA). John Zavos discussed the profile of CSA disdussed the possibility of firming
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up the relationship between BASAS and CSA. MembéBASAS can already opt to
get a subscription to CSA at a reduced rate. Hesstd that there was a need to
determine the level of potential collaboration.. Ravos noted that his discussions with
Gerald Dorey about the possibility of making CSBASAS journal were positive and
that he would favour a tie-up that would be advgetais to BASAS. Nevertheless, Dr.
Zavos pointed out that there could be some poteimi@ncial costs to the Association,
although the exact amount is not certain at presklet stressed that further details about
these details are to be discussed with the Chairamahthe Secretary. The Secretary
discussed the importance of Contemporary South #sithe Council. The Secretary
commented very favourably about the quality of jingnal. He noted that Dr. Apurba
Kundu, the CSA’s previous editor, had been instmtiadein making CSA a very well
regarded journal. The Secretary expressed a sintergst for Contemporary South Asia
to become a BASAS journal.

Dr. Apurba Kundu outlined the nature of the CSASsaciation with the old BASAS
association, particularly stressing the types omimership rates that were offered. At
present he highlighted that one of the speciakssii CSA is devoted to some of the best
papers presented at the BASAS conference. Dr.<auggested that this was one area
where the relationship could be firmed up, and Bpurba Kundu introduced the
possibility of more than one ‘BASAS’ issue. ThedBman focused the Council’s
attention to the key distinction between the CSA &outh Asian Studies (SSA) being
one of the potential levels of contribution that 8AS would provide. CSA is supported
by a commercial franchise (Taylor and Francis), iehs SSA is self-financing. Michael
Willis noted that the financial picture from the &temy suggests that the journals that
they finance are self-financing. Prof. Sen aldeet the issue about potential branding
with Taylor and Francis. Discussion revolved awbutihe appropriate level of
membership rates associated with the participagon some members expressed
concerns that post-graduates might find a compulsubscription to CSA with a
BASAS membership too financially burdensome, esgigcif they were not researching
‘contemporary’ South Asia. Apurba Kundu discusszdpossibility of spreading
scholarship by having a different tiered memberstape that would allow for all
members to get both the journals or perhaps bengivehoice. The Secretary stressed
that the Council should discuss these details latest date, once the new membership
rates are agreed upon. The Chairman thanked DosZar meeting with the Council to
discuss this potential collaboration.

33. BASAS conference 2009

Dr. Crispin Bates (University of Edinburgh) intrashd himself to the Council and

announced that there was a meeting at his depar@mnenreported that they had agreed
to host the BASAS conference next year. Dr. Batesyever noted, that there had been
no firm agreement on the actual date when the cenée would take place. He noted
that the Secretary had given him a list of suitatd¢es. Dr. Bates promised that he
would provide the Council with a firm date over thext two weeks. Dr. Bates expressed
that his main anxiety about hosting the confera@adkat that they should have additional
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secretarial support. The Secretary discussedyfiee df support that BASAS would be
prepared to offer, including assistance with regigin and promotion. He commented
that the Assistant Secretary had been informedstimatwould provide such assistance to
the conference organisers, in order to minimiseptioblems associated with registration.
Dr. Bates requested an advance of £2,000 for se@kesupport, needed to organize the
conference. The Chairman argued in favour of mliag this money to them. The
Treasurer asked Dr. Bates to provide him with aroice rather than to organise the
amount as an advance.

Michael Willis expressed some reservations and esigg that there should be no
diminution of monies available to post-graduatedstu bursaries. Dr. Bates reported
that the administrator he had in mind for the jasviighly efficient and experienced and
would probably save BASAS money by negotiating daksgnother costs. The Chairman
thanked Dr. Bates for his support and for agre@ngpst the conference.

Council has agreed to provide Dr. Crispin Bate9@2 as advance for secretarial support

for the 2009 conference. The £2,000 advance willpagable by way of invoice(s)
submitted.

34. Treasurer’s Report

The Current Budget as at 2 July 2008 was circultagdouncil Members in advance. A
copy of this Excel spreadsheet is attached to thtesetes.

The Treasurer raised several items from the CumBewlget spreadsheet on a line item
basis. Council discussed and formally approvediidget.

The Treasurer commented that holding the Annualf€ence over the financial year

end was always going to provide a few bookkeepimglenges, especially with regards
to booking Conference income and expenditure irsétmee financial year.

35. Membership Secretary’s Report

The Membership Secretary offered a detailed reipased on the available data from the
membership list. She highlighted the fact that enthran half of the attendees to the
BASAS conference were not BASAS members. The @Gfairasked the Membership
Secretary if there had been any decline in the munab members as a result of the
merger. The Membership Secretary clarified tharéhhad been a small decline in
membership resulting from the fact that some membéthe previous associations had
been members of both association. After the metgese individuals became members
of one association. The Secretary reported thatet was some overlap in old

membership lists and that once they were mergegthiegthere was a decline in the total
number of members. However, he noted that the Meship Secretary’s efforts to

increase membership had been very successful ahdhd promotional materials that
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had been crafted were having the desired resulintoease the visibility of the
Association. He noted that 29 new members hadestqd to join the Association
recently.

There was general discussion about the BASAS rggiahd whether the association
should carry on publishing it. At the BASAS BuitetProf. Chapman reported that there
had been a decline in the number of BASAS membédrs submitted details to him.
There was a general discussion about the regitnyembers. The Secretary noted that
many members chose not to include their detailthén BASAS registry produced by
Prof. Chapman. He highlighted that there was atiomship between the combined
membership list and the BASAS registry. The Secyeproposed that the details from
the BASAS membership registry be integrated intali@ctory of experts; such a
Directory was being designed by the BASAS webmastér. Apurba Kundu discussed
the problems of undertaking a Directory of expertis

The Membership Secretary expressed some concerththdssistant Secretary had not
conducted a recent update of the membership Tike Secretary reminded the Council
that at the previous Council meeting he had oulitiee duties of the Membership
Secretary and those of the Assistant Secretaryhenidsue of record keeping. He
reminded the Council that the Membership Secretaoyld be in charge of marketing
and membership promotion, whereas the Assistantetd@g would be in charge of
updating membership records and membership accolihts Secretary discussed the
need to have an updated membership list as soposaghle and argued that the Assistant
Secretary would be notified to conduct such an tgpda soon as possible.

The Membership Secretary turned her attention tmibeeship promotion. She proposed
a range of potential ideas for promoting membersifiBASAS. She discussed the
proposal for a BASAS post-graduate network, contipitaof a directory of South Asian
courses and course directors in the UK. She alked about BASAS publicising the
presence of institution-specific South Asia reskactusters or working groups. She
proposed that BASAS should consider our links watiher South Asian academic
organisations and to think about ways of publiggdBBASAS and raising its profile at the
major international South Asian Studies conferenc&he Secretary argued that these
were excellent ideas and that it may be a good tol@gproach the South Asia Panel for
concrete proposals which they may be interestedsupporting. The Membership
Secretary also suggested that we should promot8A®AS Annual Conference and
encourage non-member delegates to join and reneiv riiembership. Members also
discussed the issue of disciplining or ejectingsexg members. The Membership
Secretary also discussed building up links withtBoAsian communities and NGOs in
the UK, perhaps by broadening the membership teawalemic members. However, it
was felt that the core membership of BASAS shoolmgrise academics.

The Membership Secretary expressed that some mship@pproval procedures needed
to be updated or clarified. For instance, she @sed that there was a strong need to
renew the details in the existing membership for8ise presented the Council with a
draft membership form. The Membership Secretasy proposed that there ought to be
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fast track approval for past members. The Treasomentioned Rule 7 which only
specifies for new members to be approved by Coundihe Council discussed and
interpreted this rule to stipulate that new memibenge to be approved by Council. More
importantly, the Council came to an agreementfhdé 7 does not stipulate to mean that
the approval of new members needs to take place @iuncil meeting. Dr. Kundu
proposed that in order to streamline the approvatesv members, it would be most
efficient to have the Assistant Secretary circulatist of new members on a monthly
basis. Unless there are any specific objectidres) the new member will be considered
to be a new member.

The Council approved the proposed change in theediores so that all the members
would receive an updated list of new members (tosbbmitted by the Assistant

Secretary to the Council on a monthly basis). sslbere were any voiced objections to
any of the proposed new members, then these ingilsdwould be considered new
members (once their dues had been received).

Action: Assistant Secretary to update membership lisbas as possible. The Assistant

Secretary to provide the Membership Secretary with updated version of the
membership list.

36. Project Seed Funding and Language Trainingt&ran

The Chairman introduced the Project Seed FundidgLamguage Training Grants under
consideration. The Chairman reported that a speal@committee of the Council had
evaluated the Project Seed Funding Grants’ firmlestd Language Training Grant
applications. Council approved the sub-committe€sommendations on the Project
Seed Funding and Language Training Grants:

A. PROJECT SEED FUNDING GRANTS

The Secretary reported that the sub-committee ceatpof Dr. Emma Mawdsley, Dr.
Caroline Osella and Dr. Lawrence Saez had careéyaluated the four finalists for the
Project Seed Funding Grants. On behalf of thecaubmittee, the Secretary commented
favourably on the high quality of the applicationade by the finalists.

The four Project Seed Funding Grant finalists wBre:Dibyesh Anand (University of
Westminster), Dr. Michael Collyer (University of &ex), and Ms. Emilie Medeiros
(University College London).

The sub-committee recommended approval of the &r8§ged Funding grants as
follows:

= Dr. Dibyesh Anand, the amount of £2,210
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= Dr. Michael Collyer, the amount of £2,600 [the grento exclude costs
associated with the hiring of a post-graduate sttjde

= Dr. Emilie Medeiros, the amount of £1,640 [the gnaas to fund proposed
funding travel only]

The subcommittee recommended approval of the Rr8ged Funding Conference
Grants as follows:

= Dr. Balusubramanyam et al., the amount of £1,800

B. LANGUAGE TRAINING GRANTS

There were two Language Training Grant applicatioAssub-committee reviewed the
applications and made recommendation to the Cowncdll the applications. The sub-
committee noted that the two Language Training Gegplicants had already started
their language training.

The sub-committee recommended approval of the taonguage Training Grants as
follows:

=  Ms. Emma Martin, the amount of £2,664.
= Mr. Robert Upton, the amount of £1,659.

The sub-committee recommended that the total amallotated for the purpose of
Language Training Grants be £4,323.

Council approved the sub-committee’s recommendationthe seed project, project seed
funding conference, and language training grants

Action: Assistant Secretary to inform the successful apptEas soon as possible.

37. Electronic Kanjur Project

The Chairman introduced a general discussion atfmutapplication of Dr. Burkhard
Quessel regarding a final payment request. There wome favourable responses to the
high quality of the project. The Chairman explairtbat there appeared to be some
positive reasons to approve Dr. Quessel’s req@sincil agreed that £6,900 should be
allocated to complete the project. No further fumdll be granted by the Council under
this scheme.

Action: Assistant Secretary to notify Dr. Quessel.
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38. Continuation of the Indology website

There was a discussion about whether the Assogiatiould commit financial resources
in maintaining the Indology website. The Chairnmerted that Prof. Dominik Wujastyk

sent the Council a set of positive endorsementdesaback about the Indology website.
Its maintenance would be around £900 to £1,000n€ibapproved the continuation of

the funding for this coming year in the first insta.

Action: Assistant Secretary to inform Prof. Wujastyk.

Action: Dr. Michael Willis will contact Dr. Burkhard Qussl and other members of the
British Library to enquire about the long-term suisability of the website.

39. Report from th&outh Asian Sudies Editor

Dr. Adam Hardy discussed the range of coveragehe journal. Dr. Hardy also
discussed the proposal to increase the visibilitthe journal by exposing it to a greater
number of academic indices.

Action: Dr. Adam Hardy to evaluate the potential for @mtihg different publishers to
determine whetheBouth Asia Studies could be published by a commercial academic
publisher (such as Cambridge University Press, IBdgé, or Sage). He also agreed to
amend the copyright request form.

Starting from the next issue, published authoiiggeish their copyrights to BASAS.

40. Update Monographs Editor

The Monographs editor discussed some of the londs eelating to the costs associated
to various publication projects, including Adam Higs Temple in South Asia, Claudine
Picron’s Religion and Art, and Julia Shaw’'8Buddhist Landscapes. The Treasurer
suggested that the cost of monographs has escalaeedE40,000 and requested greater
clarity on the costs associated with the salesookb. The Chairman proposed that an
inventory of all the books owned by the Associatiake place over the summer.

Discussion about the funding of £9,950 for Prohida Stargardt with regards to the cost

of producing a volume oRelics and Relic Worship in the Early Buddhism of India and
Burma.
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Action: Assistant Secretary to undertake an inventorylldha books and journals that
are available at the BASAS office.

Action: Assistant Secretary to write a letter to Prof.r§dedt to submit a monographs
proposal so that Council can evaluate the exactuatrto be allocated.

41. Update on the BIEA Project

Dr. Emma Mawdsley was not present at the meetitigctronically she reported that the
project is proceeding well. She reported that tHeABproject is made up of nine smaller
projects, covering a wide spectrum of contempotadia-East Africa relations, all of
which are currently on track. Each project willuksn a short report by October 2008,
and a draft chapter for an edited collection by éelser 2008. In addition, she reported
that they will run a workshop at the British Academ December 2008 during which
selected project findings will be presented. A shpolicy brief will be distributed at
this event and elsewhere.

Dr. Mawdsley reported that funding for the projeeis been augmented on two fronts:
Cambridge University’s Newton Trust has grantedadditional £10,000, although only

the two Cambridge-based projects are eligible. Hawé¢his has indirectly allowed more

funding for the other projects. She also reportet BASAS was also awarded BASIS
funding for a post-doctoral research associateameenporary India-East Africa, to be

based at Cambridge and work with Dr. Mawdsley. atieert for the position will appear

shortly, and the successful applicant will be expédo run his/her own research project
(individually or in collaboration with one of theisting project teams), and assist in the
management of the smaller on-going projects.

News of diplomatic visits, trade initiatives andviate sector developments between India
and East Africa over the last few months appeantiorse the timeliness and importance

of this project; something that is also reflecteécademic/policy events elsewhere (such
as the India-Africa workshop at Chatham House oAl 2008).

Action: Dr. Emma Mawdsley to provide additional updateshenBIEA project.

42. BASAS Annual Report and Accounts

The Secretary reported that the deadline for suimgithe BASAS Annual Report is 26
September 2008.

Action: The Secretary will write to all potential contribts to the BASAS Annual
Report to suggest to incorporate specific items ifmusion in the BASAS Annual
Report.
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43. BASAS AGM and Annual Lecture

The Treasurer introduced a discussion about theti@hs and the need for a returning
officer. He noted that according rule 16.2 of th&sociation’s rules, such an election
must take place a week before the AGM. The electiiicer will be the Assistant
Secretary.

The Secretary reported that the BASAS AGM was ke f@lace on Monday 3 November
2008 at the RAS. In addition, the Secretary regubthat the Council’s preference for
Prof. Chris Bayly as speaker was not going to tesipbe. Based on his suggestion at the
previous Council meeting, the Secretary reported frof. Kunal Sen had expressed an
interest in being the speaker at the 3 Novembdurec The Secretary informed the
Council that many scholarly associations and usities have inaugural lectures
delivered by incoming association leaders. Preih 8greed to be the speaker at the
Annual Lecture. The Secretary proposed that in ¢ an honorarium, this year’s
speaker should receive the offer of a one nigh#g g a hotel in London and a first class
return train ticket from Manchester.

Dr. Kundu discussed the setting for the Annual uext There was agreement in the
Council that the lecture should be a high profierg, but that it should also be congenial
and engaging for the audience, and to that enddiseyssed the setting for the proposed
lecture. The Council agreed that the lecture shbalpreceded by a dinner. The Council
agreed to allocate £1,500 towards the cost of igpgtie event. The costs of providing
Prof. Sen a one night hotel stay in London andw@amdirst class ticket from Manchester
would be included in this expenditure item. Dr.nfu proposed that there should be a
minimum charge for attending the dinner and lectufé@e Secretary suggested that the
price for attending the dinner and the lecture wdu¢ £10.00 per person for BASAS-
members and £50.00 per person for non-BASAS membdre Council agreed with this
proposal.

Action: Secretary to locate an appropriate venue foditweer and the lecture.

44, BASAS Annual Workshop

The Secretary reported that, in the past, BASAS $pmohsored or co-sponsored an
annual workshop. These workshops were built araugdzen theme and had been very
popular with members. The Secretary proposedh®iGouncil to approve BASAS as a
co-sponsor for a workshop on the effect of economforms in India. The workshop
will be organised by Dr. Manali Desai (Universitiykent) and is scheduled to take place
at the British Academy on Friday 28 November 2008.
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The Secretary reported that he strongly supported sponsoring of this event and
emphasized that BASAS would not incur a financidligation of any type for
sponsoring the event. The Council agreed to spdiisdManali Desai’'s application for a
BASAS workshop.

45. British Academy bid and Collaborative Resednich

Discussion about British Academy bid and collabweatesearch project.

Action: A sub-committee comprising the Chair, Secretarg Treasurer will review the
collaborative research bids and bids to be includede Strategic Research Plan.

46. BASAS Website

The Secretary reported that Dr. Apurba Kundu haéejto allow the BASAS website

to be hosted at Bradford until the time BASAS vii# able to access its own website
within the confines of the British Academy. ThecBxary also reported that he was
following up on the creation of a BASAS blog, whislould enable BASAS members to

discuss issues freely and to alert others abourttgyvpublications, etc.

The Secretary proposed, based on the recommendztithre BASAS webmaster, that
the Association move its website to a commercialese The Secretary proposed that a
suitable commercial server had been identified thiad the estimated cost of providing
this service was £116.63 per year including VATn @éptional upgrade that enables
secure online transactions would also be includetlis package. The Council approved
the proposal.

Action: Secretary to co-ordinate with the BASAS webmatsidransfer the website to a
commercial server.

47. BASAS blog

The Secretary announced that as of May 2008, BABA& a blog. The Secretary
reported that the blog had been a great succdss.bldg can be viewed by the public at
http://www.basas-southasia.blogspot.com/

Given the success of the blog for communicatingnev@f interest to members, the
Secretary proposed that the Jiscmail database oibews be restricted for corporate
communications between the Council and its members.
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48. New members

The Council considered a list of 29 new applicaigtsBASAS. All members were
approved.

Action: Assistant Secretary to update the membershipvlist names and details of all
the approved members.

49. Any other business

The Chairman proposed that the Council reward FBodham Chapman and Prof. Peter
Robb with a present to thank them for their yedrdealicated service to the Association.
The Council approved £200.00 for these two gifts.

Action: Assistant Secretary to search for and purchasagpeopriate personal gifts.

50. Date of the next meeting

The date of the next meeting is scheduled for MgrgiBlovember 2008 in London.
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Minutes: 4/08
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES

Council meeting of the Society held on Monday 2pt&mber 2008
at 2 pm at the Royal Asiatic Society, London

Present
Prof. Kunal Sen (Chair), Mr. Diccon Pullen (TreasyyDr. C. Osella, Prof. Peter Robb,
Dr. Michael Willis (Monographs & Occasional PapEuditor)

Apologies Dr. Tina Basi, Dr. Adam Hardy (Journal Editor),. William Gould, Dr.
Apurba Kundu, Dr. Emma Mawdsley, Dr. Lawrence S&cretary), Ms. Carole Spary,
Brenda McGregor (Assistant Secretary)

51. MINUTES:

The Minutes of the previous meeting (3/0&renot approved. Council decided that the
text submitted constituted an extended narrativkthat the decisions and action points
needed to be distilled in the usual concise foreviged minutes will be placed before
Council at the 3 November meeting.

Action: Secretary

52. MATTERS ARISING :

The Chair noted that the Minutes of the previoustmg did not record that Council had
agreed that Dr. Michael Willis would submit a badBASIS for a Collaborative Research
Project grant. This needed to be recorded.

Action: Secretary

53. TREASURER’'S REPORT:

The Treasurer advised Council that appE®4,000remained in the Current Budget to be
dispensed by 31 March 2009.

Council agreed to offer another round of ‘Start-apt ‘Completion’ grants. These grants
to be used to start up new projects with potefiafurther development as Flagship
projects, and to complete previous projects alreadihe Association’s books. The
Council also agreed to consider another round ahuage Training’ grants.

Action: Chair and Secretary
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The Treasurer formally presented to CouncilReport and Accounts for the year
ended 31 March 2008The Treasurer highlighted several financial fegincluding the
‘Net income’ from the Leicester Conference, theafisfer of funds’ from the former
BASAS, the ‘Restricted Fund’ figure, and the ‘Dested Funds’ figure. These annual
Accounts were approved by Council.

The Treasurer also formally presented to Couneildiaft annuaManagementLetter
from Thornton Springer, the external auditor, whialsed concerns about the
Association’s control over a number of issues.

Council agreed to make the following changes irrafir@y procedures to address the
concerns expressed:

(a) Cheques made payable to any Council Membeidiheusigned by two other
Council Members; excluding reimbursements for ttéw&€ouncil and other meetings
(provided the tickets in question were standardscti#f-peak or super saver tickets);
(b) Cheques over £5,000.00 should be signed byCmmncil Members;

(c) Petty cash system, if no longer useful, mightibandoned in favour of direct
reimbursements for individual petty cash expendgur

(d) Secretary would retain discretionary spendipgau£100.00 between Council
meetings and report any such expenditure at the@auncil meeting;

(e) Council would explore mechanisms to rigorowsintrol and carefully record the
Annual Conference income and expenditure figures;

() Council would explore mechanisms with the Jaliaditor and Monographs and
Occasional Papers Editor to supply a count ofahlipations undistributed and unsold at
the time of the annual external audit;

(g) Council would explore mechanisms to clarifyane from annual membership
subscriptions now that SSAS has merged with BAS#&E, following the introduction of
the new membership subscription rates;

(e) Council would closely supervise the transitdrinancial responsibilities to the in-
coming Treasurer and would co-opt the current Treado Council if further assistance
was needed; Council authorized the reimbursemeinéeél expenses for the in-coming
Treasurer to meet with the current Treasurer aralr@s required.

After discussion, the draft Management Letter waepted by Counci(Subsequently
formally submitted dated 2 October 2008)

Council also agreed that the Treasurer shouldthig@annual Letter of Representation
addressed to the external auditors, and that Thl@pringer be proposed to the general
membership at the AGM as our external auditorgifercurrent financial year ending 31
March 2009 at a fee of £1,680.00 plus VAT.

Action: In-coming Treasurer and Assistant Secretay

54. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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1. Annual BASIS Bid: Council noted the difficulty of developing resdaproposals
within the annual cycle of the BASIS bidding proeds was decided that a session at the
Annual Conference should be devoted to this tapmrder to have a number of research
proposals at the ready should funding be offereBAS$IS. It was further agreed that the
research groups on the website should be exparsdaavay of encouraging potential
projects in the BASAS framework.

Action: Secretary to communicate with Dr. Crispin Bates

in Edinburgh to schedule a room at the conference.

2. Nominations for Council: The Chair stated that there were four vacanciesldition
to the post of Treasurer. Ms. Emma Tomalin haseabte stand for election as Treasurer
at the AGM. The other nominations were acceptedvéahdbe circulated to members
with the Annual Report in time for the AGM.
Action: Secretary and Assistant Secretary

3. Paypal Account: The current Treasurer highlighted a number okeuainties
concerning the Association opening a PayPal Accaiotincil approved in principal the
opening of a PayPal account but instructed theom#og Treasurer to prepare a ‘risk
assessment’ and a ‘cost analysis’ on this progagpfesentation to Council.

Provided Council accepts both the risks and thesadentified, it is hoped that the

PayPal Account will be operational by 1 January®@ben the next annual membership

subscriptions fall due. It is also hoped to useFdyor receipts for the next Conference.
Action: In-coming Treasurer

4. Assistant Secretary: Council agreed that the Chair might positivelysider a request
from the Assistant Secretary for an increase irhthely rate in line with inflation since
the last such increase. Council also agreed tprésgaration of a formal Job Description
for the Assistant Secretary now that SSAS had ndength BASAS. The Chair will
report back to Council.

Action: Chair

5. BASAS Logos. The Treasurer reminded Council that the use ebnalflags posed a
potential legal problem if employed by BASAS on dagmal external documents, such
as the Annual Report or Journal. Council agreettti®aflags would continue to be used
informally on all internal communications but ttiat official documents the SAS lotus
would be retained.

Action: All Members

6. Monographs and Occasional Papers. Council approved one final additional payment
of £1,695.25 on BASAS Occasional Paper EASAA Volun@laudine Picron-Bautze,
Religion and Art, to complete this project. Council also approved fama additional
payment of £1,540.45 on BASAS Monograph Julia Siawldhist Landscapes, to
complete this project.
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Council agreed that BASAS monographs and occaspag@rs might be distributed
through the central London retail outlets of Artlrobsthain. This agreement was
subject to the submission to Council of a cleacpdure between the Assistant Secretary
and Arthur Probsthain covering the delivery of publications and the receipt of the
sales proceeds.
Action: In-coming Treasurer, Monographs and Occasioal Papers Editor, and
Assistant Secretary

55. NEXT MEETING :

3.00 p.m. on 3 November 2008 at the Royal Asiatici&y, London.
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Minutes: 5/08
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR
SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES

Meeting of Council on
Monday 3 November 2008 at 15:00
at the Royal Asiatic Society, Board Room

PresentDr. Tina Basi, Dr. Apurba Kundu, Dr. Adam Hardyy. Emma Mawdsley, Dr.
Caroline Osella, Mr. Diccon Pullen, Prof. Peter Robr. Lawrence Saez, Prof. Kunal
Sen, Dr. Carole Spary, Dr. Michael Willis.

Apologies Dr. William Gould

In attendanceBrenda McGregor

MINUTES

51. Minutes

The minutes 4/08 were approved.

52. Matters arising

There were three minor changes/comments with regarchinutes 3/08:
Item 34: attach current budget when sending tadBridAcademy.

Item 35: report sets out proposals for membersitomption.

Item 43 page 5: delete references to AGM dinner.

Item 49: delete amount for gifts.

53. Treasurer’'s Report

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his importantribution to the Society over
the years.

The Treasurer presented the latest estimate dbubget for the current financial year.

The Annual Accounts were signed. The Treasurercatdd that there was a need for a
discussion with regards to the official hand owethe incoming Treasurer, Dr. Emma
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Tomalin. He emphasized that the issue of the sigiest needed to be resolved.
Currently, three individuals who are signatoridse(freasurer, the Monographs Editor,
and Prof. Graham Chapman) will be stepping dowmfi@ouncil. The Secretary will
remain the only person with signatory powers. Cduagreed that the new incoming
Treasurer will need to have signatory power as aglthe new Chairman. The Treasurer
was willing to be co-opted on Council as an ordnarember so he would be able to
assist with upcoming problems. Council declined difer and opted for a Council
memberin situ. Dr. Tina Basi volunteered to serve as a fourtinaiory and Council
approved her nomination. The following persons Wéle signatory powers for the CAF
bank account: Prof. Kunal Sen, Dr. Lawrence Saez,Hinma Tomalin and Dr. Tina
Basi. The Secretary is going to inform the incogrilmeasurer of signatory issue.

The Treasurer announced that he left behind onenitagmportant financial documents
at the Association’s Office, to be collected by ith@oming Treasurer.
Action: Secretary, Incoming Treasurer

54. Membership Secretary’s Report, 55. New Memb&genda item 4 & 5 are discussed
in tandem:

« The Membership Secretary informed Council that éhare currently 401
members and 12 new members to join. The MembeShgoetary has drafted a
new membership form. Membership renewals and stgndirders will be
discussed under agenda item 7.

» The new members were approved. Mr. S. Badami andkMBrown were listed
as new members, but should have been categoriziegpsesd members. The new
total of members is 411 (two lapsed members).

Action: Membership Secretary, Assistant Secretary

56. Annual Membership Fees & 57 Standing Order2fi1Q Agenda item 6 & 7 are
discussed in tandem:

* Council discussed an all-inclusive fee membershipich would include both
journals. There were concerns that such membevabipd exclude some current
members due to cost. Council rejected the all-emimership option for the time
being.

» The Membership Secretary and Assistant Secretarpsited to liaise and update
the membership list with special focus on the supson period and journal
membership.

» Council discussed the advantage of gift-aid. Tlseeswas delegated to the new
incoming treasurer.

» Council agreed that membership fees will remainstiie as they have been this
year. Council agreed to revisit the issue of mewsttiprfees next year.

» The Assistant Secretary informed Council that then&ing Orders for SSAS
membership was done by members themselves. Caagreied that the standing
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orders should be set up by the Assistant Secretathe future to provide a

service to our members.

Council discussed whethé&ontemporary South Asia (CSA) should be made
compulsory to BASAS members at a lower rate thaprasent with Dr. John

Zavos. One issue a year would not be feasible dowpto Taylor and Francis
There were pros an cons with making CSA compuldorBASAS members.

Chairman will contact John Zavos, the Managing &ditf CSA, to discuss this
option further.

Council agreed that all participants to the BASASInAal Conference in

Edinburgh should be a member of BASAS.

Council proposed one membership form; currentlyehae two membership
forms, which are confusing. The Secretary mentiahat, once the new website
goes live, there would only be a single memberétiip, to be produced by the
Membership Secretary.

Action: Membership Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Inconmg Treasurer

58. Approval of BASAS website

The website was placed on a temporary new serverAfurba Kundu and Mr.
Raffaele Malanga amalgamated the old BASAS infoimnabnto the new site, so
the old BASAS information has been incorporatetie Becretary announced that
new website can be updated more regularly. Theegeg asked the Council to
approve the permanent transfer of the websitega#dw server and to enable all
previous website addresses to the redirected tondwe website. He also
mentioned that the new website would have a newreadd most likely
www.basas.orgr www.basas.org.uk The Secretary sought authorisation from
Council to acquire a new domain name. Council @apgd to make the site
operational and authorised the Secretary to acquirewv domain name.

The Secretary announced that the new website iesladPayPal feature. He
suggested that at the next Council meeting the €lbwught to decide the
specific functions for which Paypal will be enahled@he Secretary will discuss
the implications of adopting Paypal with the incamilreasurer.

The Chairman thanked the Secretary for all his haodk on getting the new
website operational.

The Assistant Secretary informed Council that thei&®y’s former domain name
www.societyforsouthasianstudies.drgs expired.

Action: Secretary, Incoming Treasurer

59. Project Completion application (Janice Starjam®lD. Language Training Grants

(Agenda item 8 & 10 were discussed in tandem):

Dr. Janice Stargardt — Title project: Relics andidR&Vorship in the Early
Buddhism of India and Burma: Council approved thggzt completion grant of
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Dr. Janice Stargardt who applied for £4,680, buwtudéed £725 for the printer,
scanner and fax since they constitute capital céstount granted: £3,955
Language Training Grants

Council approved the following LT Grants, as folkaw

Ms. Sajida Zareen Ally £1,400

Mr. Ethan Kay £1,979

Project Seed Funding Grant

Council approved the following PSF Grant:

Dr. Ulrich Pagel & Mr. Chris Milner (joint-project}- Title project: Songs of
Porong: A Cultural Knowledge Exchange Project.

Amount granted: £3,803

Council was very interested in this applicationeT®ecretary suggested that this
project, together with some of the research froe\BASAS-BIEA collaboration,
could become a showcase event.

Council discussed the great benefits of the LangubBgining Grants and the
possibility to make it available to postdoctoraldsnts. Council will wait for the
outcome of the BA bid and deferred the issue td pear.

Total amount approved: £11,137

Action: Assistant Secretary

61. BIEA Collaborative Research Update

Dr. Emma Mawdsley informed Council on the progredsher project. Dr.
Mawdsley reported that everything is going to plan. Mawdsley was extremely
happy with the expertise and input of Dr. Gerardddionwho started in October
2008. There are now more African scholars involedsearch articles will be
peer-reviewed. Dr. Mawdsley is trying to get revess:

The British Academy workshop is ready to go on 26vé&mber 2008. Dr.
Mawdsley is expecting over 50 people to attend. &fent is moving towards the
idea of having 4-5 speakers. Dr. Mawdsley propge#@ating some brochures to
promote the book. Dr. Mawdsley also informed Colitiat she received £10,000
from The Newton Fund and circa £1,000 from The Smdémorial Fund. Both
funds are Cambridge University funds.

The Chairman and Secretary will attend the BASA&iFoand will introduce Dr.
Mawdsley’s project. Dr. Mawdsley has posters f@ ¢vent. Prof. Robb reported
back to Council re: the South Asia Panel, who atereid Dr. Mawdsley project
as a model for other projects. The event has beeousnced via mailing lists. The
Chairman congratulated Dr. Mawdsley on the succtksr project.

Action: Dr. Emma Mawdsley, Chairman, Secretary

62. Showcase Event

The Chairman invited all Council members to attend.
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63. South Asia Panel

The Secretary attended the South Asia Panel aBtitish Academy on behalf of the

Chairman. Prof. Robb, a member of the South AsiaeRavas also at the meeting.
Council agreed to encourage the collaboration whth panel. The Chairman thanked
Prof. Robb and the Secretary for their hard wotkds will be available in the future for

certain activities which may be jointly organisegl BASAS and the South Asia Panel.
The Chairman invited all Council members to comenith options.

64. Composition of New Council

e Council approved and, pending formal approval & AGM, welcomed the
following members to join Council:

Dr. Clare Anderson, Professor Robin Dennell, Pede8arbara Harriss-White,
Dr. Emma Tomalin (Treasurer), and Dr. Arif Zaman.

» Dr. Spary proposed the idea of having a studemesgmtative on Council. Rather
than co-opt a person Council preferred to haveficial student representative in
the capacity of Council member. It will not requaeule change. Council needs
to simply announce it at the AGM. An open-electo@am then be planned for next
year. Council proposed a robust procedure in casearwhelming interest. The
Annual Conference in Edinburgh will be a good ocma$o announce the election
procedures. Council also proposes to set up andavwemel. The vetting process
through a panel will be more efficient.

Action: Chairman, Secretary

65. Co-option Prof. Patricia Jeffrey

» After the realisation that there was no SASIN repreative on the South Asia
Area Panel, Council approved the co-option of Fratricia Jeffrey for one year.

e Council also proposed to invite Dr. Crispin Batesthie next Council meeting.
Dr. Bates is the academic convenor of the BASASuahiConference to be held
in Edinburgh.

« Dr. Tina Basi requested authorisation from Coutwimail a box of conference
items. Council approved the request.

Action: Secretary

67. Any other business

» The Monographs & Occasional Papers Editor is gtanstep down at the AGM.
There is no new editor yet. All monographs arehirtfinal stages and there are
no new obligations. However there are still someices outstanding. Council
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proposes to evaluate the income streams from mildits at the next Council
meeting.

* The Assistant Secretary asked for the purchasa opdate of various computer
software programmes: Microsoft Office, Adobe Acrobdriter, etc. Council
approved the request.

* Council approved £6,500 for the project of Dr. Dkekennett and Dr. Michael
Willis titled: Global Geographies: the Indian OceaanHistorical Perspective. A
more detailed budget has to be handed in.

68. Date of next meeting

The next Council meeting is scheduled for 8 Jan@ane.
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